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life enjoying the talented and tenacious Bull-
dog teams, | commend the coaches and play-
ers who have contributed to this program’s tre-
mendous success. Go Bulldogs!

————
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Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the memory of George
Solomonoff. For 50 years, he was an admi-
rable spokesman for peace and justice.

As a young man growing up in Cleveland,
George was fascinated by the world around
him and learned all he could, with a particular
interest in Eastern philosophies. This interest
would be a great influence in how he led his
life, including his views on social justice.
Shortly after graduating high school, he joined
the Army as a radio operator in Europe, par-
ticipating in various U.S. campaigns during
World War Il. These experiences would great-
ly contribute to his decision to work toward
peace.

Most recently, George was an active mem-
ber in many peace and justice groups, includ-
ing the InterReligious Task Force, Cleveland
Peace Action, Veterans for Peace, and
Women Speak Out for Peace and Justice. As
a member of the InterReligious Task Force, he
organized the annual Cleveland protest
against the School of the Americas. He was a
constant presence on issues of peace and so-
cial justice in the greater Cleveland commu-
nity, and was an ardent supporter of my legis-
lation to create a Cabinet-level Department of
Peace. He is survived by his sons, Dave and
Alex; his daughter Nicole; and his brother
Raymond. He will be greatly missed by all
who had the pleasure and privilege of knowing
him.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in remembering the life of George
Solomonoff. May he rest in peace, and may
his desire for a better world and a better future
for humanity live on in all of us.

——————
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Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to extend birthday greetings to one of
Maryland’s most famous sons and elected offi-
cials.

Mr. William D. Schaefer turns 86 today. He
was born and raised in Baltimore, dedicating
his life to public service.

After graduating from the University of Balti-
more School of Law in 1942, he joined the
U.S. Army and served in World War Il. He re-
mained in the U.S. Army Reserves until 1979
when he retired with the rank of colonel.

Although he was unsuccessful in his first
two bids for public office, “Donald” Schaefer,
as he was fondly known, did not give up.
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In 1955, he earned a seat on the Baltimore
City Council; and in 1967, he was elected city
council president. From that point onward, his
career continued to soar.

In 1971, Donald Schaefer ran successfully
for the mayor’s office, a position to which he
would dedicate himself until 1986. During his
tenure, he was known for his attention to de-
tail, taking notes of strewn garbage and other
violations as he rode around town and order-
ing them to be fixed immediately.

There is also a famous photograph that
shows him dressed in an old-fashioned striped
bathing suit, ready to dive into the dolphin
pool at the then-new National Aquarium in
Baltimore to settle a wager that it would not be
opened in time.

In 1986, Donald Schaefer was overwhelm-
ingly elected Maryland’s 58th governor with 82
percent of the vote, the largest percentage
total ever for a contested statewide election.
He was re-elected to a second term in 1990.

His legacy includes Oriole Park at Camden
Yards, M&T Bank Stadium, stricter measures
against pollution, and higher standards for
public schools. He also pushed for the Light
Rail Line of electric-powered trains that runs
30 miles through the central corridor of Mary-
land.

In 1998, Donald Schaefer returned to public
office, winning the position of Comptroller of
Maryland by a substantial margin, 62 percent
to 38 percent. In 2002, he won re-election to
that post, receiving almost 68 percent of the
vote.

William D. Schaefer is revered in Baltimore
City and the State of Maryland. Throughout
more than 50 years of public service, he has
been tenacious, colorful and visionary. It is
with great pleasure that | wish him the best on
his 86th birthday.

———————
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Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam Speaker,
my state of Kansas is home to 235,000 vet-
erans—brave men and women who served
our nation in World War Il, Korea, Vietnam,
Afghanistan, Iraq, and everywhere else that
duty has called. Among all of those Kansas
veterans, the oldest is Mr. Frank Bozick, who
will soon celebrate his 105th birthday. I'd like
to take a few moments today to honor his
service to our country.

Mr. Bozick was born on February 11, 1903,
in the southeast Kansas town of Frontenac. At
the age of 17, he graduated from a local auto-
mobile and tractor college and began a career
maintaining early-model cars. He soon settled
into a comfortable life running a local gas sta-
tion and tire business—only to find his routine
disrupted on December 7, 1941, when the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor launched America into
World War II.

Like so many other Americans, Mr. Bozick
interrupted his daily life and traveled overseas
to support the war effort. He served for 3
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years in the Army performing tank repair, and
his duties carried him to England, Normandy,
and Paris. When, at last, the war ended, Mr.
Bozick returned home to Kansas, where he
operated his gas station for 42 years.

Over his long life, Mr. Bozick has witnessed
an extraordinary span of history. He has seen
America advance from Model Ts to hybrid
cars, from steam engines to rocket ships, from
manual typewriters to the World Wide Web.
But through a century of enormous change,
one thing has remained constant: America’s
profound gratitude to our veterans, who risked
their lives to secure our peace.

———

KEEPING THE PROMISE TO OUR
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Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker and col-
leagues, | rise today to speak about a bill that
| have introduced to better the lives of our Na-
tion’s disabled veterans.

H.R. 4071, the Disabled Veterans Right to
Commissaries and Space Available Travel
Act, will extend commissary and exchange
store privileges to service-disabled veterans
with a rating of 30 percent or more and to
their families. Congress must do all we rea-
sonably can for the men and women who
have become disabled in their service to our
Nation. Our disabled veterans are important
members of the greater military family, and
they should be treated as such with every
available opportunity.

This bill will also authorize transportation on
military aircraft on a space-available basis to
service-disabled veterans with a rating of 50
percent or more. Currently, members and retir-
ees of the uniformed services and the re-
serves may travel free on Department of De-
fense (DoD) aircraft when space is available.
This benefit is allowed when it does not inter-
fere with military missions, and it recognizes
that military careers are filled with rigorous
duty.

But present policies do not extend this ben-
efit to our disabled veterans. What more rig-
orous duty can be imagined than to become
disabled in the service of our country? Why
has the DoD chosen not to recognize the
brave men and women who sacrificed their
health and well-being while serving in uni-
form? This DoD policy needs to be corrected.

Space-available travel for these disabled
veterans would cost the federal government
nothing and would not interfere with active-
duty personnel. Current military is always
given priority, and H.R. 4071 would do nothing
to change that. What my bill will do is allow
seats that would otherwise go unused to be
occupied by men and women who have been
disabled when serving their Nation.

This bill is the right step to take for our dis-
abled veterans! They have sacrificed their
health and well-being for their country, and
they have earned the right to these privileges.
Please support H.R. 4071 and work with me
for its passage.
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